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1.  This is a joint Naval Safety Center (NSC) and CMC (Safety Division (SD)) 
message.  Amplifying Ref A and Ref B, this message clarifies motorcycle operator 
training and personal protective equipment (PPE) requirements for all DON 
military and civilian personnel riding privately owned motorcycles.  Ref A 
applies to all Navy military personnel at all times, on or off any DON 
installation, all DON civilian personnel employed by the Navy in a duty status, 
on or off any DON installation and all persons at any time, on any Navy 
installation.  Ref B applies to all Marine Corps military personnel at all 
times, on or off any DON installation, all DON civilian personnel employed by 
the Marine Corps in a duty status, on or off any DON installation and all 
persons at any time, on any Marine Corps installation. 
 
2.  The following rules and regulations apply to all persons described in 
paragraph (1) who ride privately owned motorcycles on streets or roadways, on or 
off any DON installation. 
 
A.  Motorcycle operators must complete a motorcycle safety training course 
approved by COMNAVSAFCEN for Navy personnel or by CMC(SD) for Marine Corps 
personnel and must do so even if they do not plan to register or ride their 
motorcycle on a DON installation.  DON component commanders shall establish 
policy clearly defining a specific timeframe within which personnel must 
complete approved safety training.  
 
B.  Motorcycle operators must be licensed to operate a motorcycle in accordance 
with state and local laws.  Unlicensed motorcycle operators seeking licensing 
must comply with local state, host nation, or status of forces agreement (SOFA) 
requirements.  Once licensed, they must complete approved safety training if not 
already completed.   
 
C.  Motorcycle operators must ensure headlights are turned on at all times the 
motorcycle is in operation except where prohibited by state or local laws, 
military mission or status of forces agreements.   
 
3.  The following rules and regulations apply to all persons described in 
paragraph (1) who operate or ride as a passenger on privately owned motorcycles 
on streets or roadways, on or off any DON installation. 
 
A.  Helmets certified to meet U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) standards 
are mandatory.  Helmets must be worn properly fastened under the chin.  
"Novelty" helmets are prohibited.  Certified helmets are readily identifiable by 
a minimum of one-inch thick firm polystyrene foam, weigh approximately three 



pounds and have a DOT decal attached as referenced in federal motor vehicle 
safety standard (FMVSS) 218.  Contact COMNAVSAFCEN POC if any questions exist 
concerning DOT certified helmets versus "Novelty" helmets. 
 
B.  Properly worn eye protection is mandatory.  Impact- or shatter-resistant 
goggles or a full-face shield (properly attached to helmet) is considered proper 
eye protection.  Windshields or fairings alone (without goggles or face shield)  
Are not considered proper eye protection.  
 
C.  Sturdy footwear is mandatory.  Durable athletic shoes covering the ankles 
are considered sturdy footwear.  Leather boots or similar over-the-ankle 
footwear (designed for motorcycle enthusiasts) which protects the feet and 
ankles and provides good grip with the road surface is strongly encouraged. 
 
D.  Long-sleeved shirts or jackets, long-legged trousers and full-fingered 
gloves or mittens are mandatory.  
 
E.  Brightly colored outer upper garments during the day and reflective upper 
garments during the night are mandatory.  Outer garments must be clearly visible 
and not covered.  Military uniforms are not considered brightly colored or 
reflective outer garments.  COMNAVSAFCEN strongly recommends wearing specialized 
protective clothing (specifically designed for motorcycle enthusiasts) which 
incorporates a high degree of visibility and retro-reflective properties.  
COMNAVSAFCEN also strongly encourages retro-reflective material to be integrated 
into all riding apparel and placed upon both protective gear and the motorcycle.  
Reflective vests worn as an outer garment meet both brightly colored and 
reflective requirements but are no longer mandatory.  The safety requirements 
outlined in Ref A and Ref B should be considered the minimum standards 
applicable.  As always, local commanders have authority to exceed the minimum 
safety requirements outlined in Ref A and Ref B// 
 


